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ORDER

This petition has been filed by Punjab State Power Corporation Limited, praying for the  approval of the Commission to  allow the PSPCL  to restart checking of loads of DS Consumers, enlisting therein problems being faced by the Corporation in ensuring better and reliable supply of electricity to consumers apart from incurring revenue loss on account  of ACD and MMC charges. The Commission  heard further submissions made by Shri Ravinder Gautam SE  appearing for the PSPCL.

The Commission observed that checking of loads of DS consumers had been suspended by the Commission for the first time in the Tariff Order 2004-05 as it had been brought out in the public hearings that field staff of the erstwhile Board was harassing the consumers at large and there was not much revenue accruing to the Board on this account.  The Commission also observed that subsequently the matter had been reviewed by the Commission in the Tariff Order 2005-06 on the basis of submissions  made by the Board and it was decided to continue the suspension of checking of load of Domestic Supply consumers. However the Board was permitted to check the connected load of Domestic Supply consumers who were found abstracting energy illegally either through Kundi connection/hooking Board’s distribution lines/cables or by tampering or by passing the meter etc.  The suspension of load checking in respect of DS consumers had been continued since then in the various Tariff Orders. 


The petitioner submitted that the consumers covered under DS categories do not get their extensions in load regularised causing over loading of the lines and sub stations of the PSPCL, besides depriving the Licensee of additional Security (Consumption) and additional Service Connection Charges for the extended load connected by the consumers. It was also submitted that they would make all out efforts to ensure that no harassment is caused to the consumers. 
          After discussing the matter at length the Commission decided that in the first instance, PSPCL will issue a public notice asking Domestic Supply Consumers to get their extensions in load regularised through Voluntary Disclosure Scheme (VDS). The public notice should contain all details of charges payable/formalities to be completed i.e additional Security (Consumption), Service Connection Charges, submission of revised A&A form & test report etc. However load surcharge for unauthorised load/extension  would not be leviable. Further Public Notice should also indicate the guidelines for computation of load as specified in the Conditions of Supply approved by the Commission. The VDS to be introduced through Public Notice should be valid for atleast three months from publication of Public Notice.


The Public Notice should be issued and published in various newspapers including the vernacular press, Cable Television, Web-site of PSPCL, Radio besides pasting on notice boards in the field offices of PSPCL. The Commission also directed PSPCL to get the draft Public Notice approved from the Commission before issuance. 


The Commission further decided that after closure of VDS, the PSPCL is authorised  to check the connected load of DS consumers only  where energy consumption of the consumers is higher than the consumption commensurate with sanctioned load of the consumers. The Commission further decided that the load checking shall be carried out only by the officers authorised by the Commission as per Clause No. 29.4 of the Conditions of Supply.  

              The petition is disposed of in terms of above order.
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